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COMMONWEALTH ASSOCIATION OF PLANNERS 

CLIMATE ACTION POLICY 
Endorsed by CAP at the Annual Assembly in Putrajaya, Malaysia, 10 Nov 2023 

 

PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 
This Climate Action Policy aims to enunciate the position of the Commonwealth Association of Planners 
(CAP) concerning climate change and actions that need priority attention. This policy recognizes the efforts 
of CAP member organizations and their existing policies, and this CAP policy sets out to complement 
member organization policies. It acknowledges the global context and global benchmarks through 
referencing reports, such as the IPCC's Sixth Assessment Report, the Paris Agreement, and the UN 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. The policy acknowledges the diverse needs of CAP’s members, 
especially the distinction between developed, fast-developing, and low-income nations. This is essential for 
a policy that aims to be inclusive and effective. 

 

OVERVIEW 
The global consensus is clear: our planet's climate is undergoing significant change, largely exacerbated 
by human activities. Over the decades, the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) has consistently provided scientific evidence through its reports, highlighting the human-induced 
factors contributing to this climate shift. The recent Sixth Assessment Report from the IPCC, dated March 
20, 2023, delivers a stark message. It states, “Human endeavors have altered the Earth at an 
unprecedented rate and magnitude, inflicting lasting harm on both communities and natural ecosystems.” 
The report further emphasizes our collective failure to stay on track to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) above preindustrial levels. Surpassing this limit, the report cautions, will 
usher in climate catastrophes of such severity that adaptation will become untenable for many. This 
warming ceiling is a cornerstone of the Paris Agreement, with the majority of nations having pledged their 
commitment through their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) to this global target. These 
commitments resonate strongly in the realm of urban planning and development, as reflected in the UN 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (specifically SDG 11 and SDG 13) and the UN Habitat New 
Urban Agenda. It is imperative for members of the Commonwealth Association of Planners (CAP) to align 
their strategies with the climate commitments made by their respective governments in the NDCs. The 
gravity of our current situation is encapsulated by the IPCC's assertion that we stand at a “critical juncture” 
in our planet's history. 

 
CAP CONTRIBUTION 
Recognizing this pivotal moment, the CAP is committed to crafting a policy that offers clear guidelines for 
decisive climate action. Climate responses are context-driven and therefore common but differentiated 
responsibilities should be considered, as stated in the Paris Agreement and UNFCCC, in understanding 
how developing countries disproportionately bear the brunt of climate impacts. CAP can contribute to this 
global notion drawing on its expansive network of diverse professional planning organizations. This 
collective, enriched by its deep-rooted history, has consistently fostered meaningful collaborations and 
driven impactful initiatives.  
 
With a collective expertise of over forty professional planning organizations, representing a community of 
40,000 dedicated planners, CAP's global reach ensures a rich exchange of best practices, spanning from 
developed nations to emerging economies, and inclusive of low-income and island countries.  
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Leveraging our foundational strengths, this CAP policy presents targeted policy objectives, shaped by the 
collective expertise of the CAP network, which will guide climate action initiatives of the CAP network in the 
coming years, including: 
 

1. Balancing mitigation and adaptation  
2. Addressing the responsibility continuum 
3. Alignment to the COP27 Loss and Damage Fund 
4. Empowering Planners for climate-resilience  
5. Advancing climate education and resource integration 

 
 

POLICY OBJECTIVES 
 
CAP’s climate action policy focuses on the following core objectives: 

 
1. Balancing Mitigation and Adaption 

 
- Relevance: Urban planners are central to both mitigation, by designing sustainable cities and 

human settlements, and adaptation, by ensuring resilience against climate impacts. 
 

- Rationale: While the IPCC emphasizes the urgency of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, the 
approach varies by nation. Developed and rapidly developing nations are expected to lead in 
achieving net zero emissions. Conversely, for low-income and low-lying nations, which constitute 
a significant portion of CAP’s membership, the emphasis is on adaptation. It’s crucial to prioritize 
transformative adaptation, aiming for resilience, but starting with feasible coping and incremental 
measures due to resource constraints. 
 

Proposed policy:   
 

a) CAP will advocate at international forums for stronger mitigation and adaptation commitments, 
emphasizing the role of urban planning, while collaborating with global entities like the United 
Nations to ensure alignment with the Paris Agreement, Agenda 2030, and UN Habitat New 
Urban Agenda. 

b) CAP member organizations will engage with local governments to emphasize and work 
towards mitigation targets. 

 
2. Addressing the Responsibility Continuum 

 
- Relevance: Urban planners’ roles vary across the “responsibility continuum”. In developed nations, 

the focus might be on making existing cities more sustainable, while in developing nations and 
regions, the emphasis is on building resilient urban infrastructure from the start. 
 

- Rationale: Climate responses vary based on context, and as highlighted in the Paris Agreement 
and UNFCCC, it's essential to recognize the differentiated responsibilities, especially given the 
disproportionate impact of climate change on developing nations. The responsibility continuum 
highlights the varied obligations of nations regarding climate change. The contributions of CAP's 
Women in Planning, Youth, and East Africa Networks in addressing these disparities are 
noteworthy and aligned to this policy.    

 
Proposed policy:   
 

a) CAP will advocate for the principles of climate equity and common but differentiated 
responsibilities and respective capabilities in light of different national circumstances. 

b) CAP member organizations will recognize and work within the principles of climate equity 
and differentiated responsibilities based on their national context. 
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3. Alignment to the COP27 Loss and Damage Fund 

 
- Relevance: Urban planners emphasize designing resilient urban landscapes to mitigate climate 

disaster impacts. While their expertise lies in spatial solutions, the financial compensation for "loss 
and damage" is typically overseen by policymakers and financial institutions. 
 

- Rationale: The profound effects of climate-induced events on vulnerable nations are evident, as 
reiterated in the latest IPCC report. The establishment of the Loss and Damage Fund at COP27 
underscores the global community's acknowledgment of this issue. 

 
Proposed policy:   
 

a) CAP will advocate for the integration of urban planning principles and expertise in the decision-
making processes of the COP27 Loss and Damage Fund, ensuring that fund allocation and 
project implementation align with sustainable urban development goals. 

b) CAP member organizations will work alongside local governments to ensure that projects 
funded by the COP27 Loss and Damage Fund prioritize urban planning strategies that bolster 
city resilience and facilitate community adaptation to climate impacts. 

 

 
4. Empowering Planners for Climate-Resilience 

 
- Relevance: Urban planners are instrumental in crafting sustainable cities and human settlements. 

As climate challenges grow, it's imperative for planners to be adept in both technical knowledge 
and leadership, ensuring they can spearhead effective urban initiatives. 
 

- Rationale: The global community, led by the United Nations, has provided frameworks and tools to 
address climate change. CAP's approach aligns with the Paris Agreement's Section 7, emphasizing 
knowledge sharing, strengthening institutional support, and aiding vulnerable regions in effective 
climate strategies. 

   
Proposed policy:   
 

a) CAP will align with global frameworks like the Paris Agreement, Agenda 2030, and UN Habitat 

New Urban Agenda to provide updated resources and training to member organizations and 
foster knowledge exchange on best practices in climate-responsive urban planning.  

b) CAP member organizations will cultivate partnerships with local governments, civil societies, 
indigenous communities, and local entities to ensure holistic and inclusive climate action. 

 
 

5. Advancing Climate Education and Resource Integration 
 

- Relevance: Staying updated with evolving research and methodologies is vital for urban planners. 
Ensuring that both emerging and established planners have access to the latest tools and best 
practices is paramount for effective climate-responsive planning. 
 

- Rationale: There's a wealth of knowledge on climate change, but many specific tools, especially 
those related to adaptation, remain underutilized. It's essential to promote tools that are scalable 
and applicable across nations. For vulnerable regions, pooling resources is crucial to drive effective 
adaptation strategies. 

 
Proposed policy:   
 

a) CAP will promote platforms for knowledge exchange and resource collaboration among 
member organizations. 

b) CAP member organizations will contribute to and utilize CAP's knowledge repositories and 
other shared resources for innovative climate solutions. 
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Summary of the CAP Climate Action Policy: 
 

Policy objective CAP CAP member organizations 
 

Balancing Mitigation 
and Adaption 

Advocate at international forums for 
stronger mitigation and adaptation 
commitments, emphasizing the role of 
urban planning, while collaborating with 
global entities like the United Nations to 
ensure alignment with the Paris 
Agreement, Agenda 2030, and UN 
Habitat New Urban Agenda. 

Engage with local governments to 
emphasize and work towards mitigation 
targets. 

Addressing the 
responsibility 
continuum 

Advocate for the principles of climate 
equity and common but differentiated 
responsibilities and respective 
capabilities in light of different national 
circumstances. 

Recognize and work within the 
principles of climate equity and 
differentiated responsibilities based on 
their national context. 

Alignment to the COP27 
Loss and Damage Fund 

Advocate for the integration of urban 
planning principles and expertise in the 
decision-making processes of the 
COP27 Loss and Damage Fund, 
ensuring that fund allocation and 
project implementation align with 
sustainable urban development goals. 

Work alongside local governments to 
ensure that projects funded by the 
COP27 Loss and Damage Fund 
prioritize urban planning strategies that 
bolster city resilience and facilitate 
community adaptation to climate 
impacts. 

Empowering Planners 
for Climate-Resilience 

Align with global frameworks like the 
Paris Agreement, Agenda 2030, and 
UN Habitat New Urban Agenda to 
provide updated resources and training 
to member organizations and foster 
knowledge exchange on best practices 
in climate-responsive urban planning. 

Cultivate partnerships with local 
governments, civil societies, indigenous 
communities, and local entities to 
ensure holistic and inclusive climate 
action. 

Advancing Climate 
Education and 
Resource Integration 

Promote platforms for knowledge 
exchange and resource collaboration 
among member organizations. 

Contribute to and utilize CAP's 
knowledge repositories and other 
shared resources for innovative climate 
solutions. 

 
 


